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2025 marks the 60th anniversary since the discovery 
in 1965 of what can certainly be considered one of 
Bulgaria’s most iconic fossils, the Ezerovo Deinoth-
erium discovered near Ezerovo Village, Parvomay 
Municipality, Plovdiv District, Bulgaria. It can be 
considered iconic because of the imposing size of its 
reconstructed skeleton; 4.2 m high and 6.8 m long, 
weighing over 12 t during life and its high degree of 
completeness (90%+). It seems appropriate to mark 
the 60th anniversary of the discovery of the Ezerovo 
Deinotherium by turning a spotlight on the specimen 
and revisiting aspects of the history of the specimen’s 
discovery and its subsequent history. 

The Ezerovo Deinotherium is known from its 
mounted skeleton in the entrance hall of the Museum 
of Paleontology and Historical Geology, Sofia Uni-
versity “St. Kliment Ohridski”, Sofia and a similar 
mounted facsimile skeleton (with copies of the bones 
cast in plaster) at the Paleontological Museum “Dimi-
tar Kovachev”, Asenovgrad. The creature was larger 
than the largest known African Elephant. This impres-
sive, formidable fossil stimulates an interest in life of 
the past amongst the public when visitors see these 
mounted skeletons. 

Mr. Dimitar Kovachev (1928–2013), the prolific 
amateur paleontologist known for important vertebrate 
fossil finds during his life discovered the Deinotherium 
which was subsequently excavated with assistance from 
Professor Vasil Tsankov, Sofia University. Conserva-
tion of bone, restoration and ultimately mounting of the 
skeleton in the Museum of Paleontology and Historical 
Geology, Sofia University was under the supervision of 

Professor Ivan Nikolov. He had experience as a welder 
and fabricated the metal framework on which the speci-
men was mounted. 

A detailed description of the skeleton of the Dei-
notherium was given by Kovachev and Nikolov (2006). 
These authors referred the specimen to a new species 
Deinotherium thraceiensis. However, the general con-
sensus is that this is merely a large specimen of Dei-
notherium gigantissimum Stefanescu, 1892 (e.g. Mark-
ov, 2008). The opportunity is taken to revisit aspects of 
the discovery of the Deinotherium by Kovachev, which 
was summarized by him in a privately published book 
(Kovachev 2005). In addition, a mosaic of photographs 
adorns one of the walls in the “Deinotherium Hall” 
at the Paleontological Museum “Dimitar Kovachev”, 
Asenovgrad capturing moments during the excavation; 
some of these have been rephotographed and are dis-
cussed. 
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